
FATE OF THE GERMAN BAPTIST PASTORS 
 

Russian Volhynia, 1929-1938 
 
There were about a dozen pastors ministering in Russian Volhynia in the late 
1920s and early 1930s when the repression broke out.  The pastors were the first 
to go.  Most were arrested, imprisoned, exiled or shot.  Some fled or simply 
disappeared.  A few managed to get out before the borders were closed.  The 
pastors and their families are listed in order according to the time of their fate in 
Russia. 
 

1926 

 
 

 
Emil J. Bonikowski, Nowo Rudni 

 
Immigrated to Canada in July 1926 and served churches in Saskatchewan.  
Retired in 1941 and moved to Kelowna, BC.  He died on October 20, 1967 in 
Medicine Hat, AB at the age of 86.  Family: wife, Maria, and 16 children, Erich, 
Oscar, Erwin, Alma, Helmut, Agnes, Frieda, Arthur, Bill (still living in Kelowna) 
Rubin, Harry, Alice-Lillian, Helen, Bruno, Agnes (named in memory of her sister 
who died as a young child) and Benno. Maria died in Kelowna of cancer in 1959. 
 


