KGB FILES NOW OPEN

by
Donald N. Miller

You can now find out what happened to your loved ones who were arrested by
the KGB (technically GPU and NKVD, Secret Service) in the 1930s

For many years my cousin, Sophia Schmalz, who lives in Western Siberia,

wondered what happened to her father, Heinrich Michaelovich Mueller, a

German Baptist preacher in Volhynia. The last time she saw him was the third

week of June of 1937 when he was arrested on Andriyvska Street on the western

outskirts of Zhitomir. She and her mother, Berta, came out of the house just as

he was being led away by the KGB. When her father saw them, he turned,

managed a half smile and said, fADondét cry.o
bl ack van, dubbed by the Gevwamare nv iVlolged é&r  tads
black bird), and spirited away.

Sixteen-year old Sophia never saw her father again. In 1996, | visited Sophia in

Omsk. As we sat around the kitchen table in her modest little house, she

recounted this incident. When she cametothepart where her father ¢
cry, o we both cried. She told me she had be
disappeared and that for many years she had been looking for him, but to no

avail. | told her that I, too, had been trying to get information about him. Several

times, while in Zhitomir, | had gone to the KGB Archives and filed a written

request for his whereabout s. Al ways the ans
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Then, ironically, three days after | returned from my trip to Siberia, | found an

official-looking letter written in Russian from the Ukraine in my mailbox. When |

opened it and had it translated, it read: On June 23, 1937, Genrikh Mikhailovich

Miller was arrested for the third time, and on October 18, 1937, by decision of the

USSR Peopl ebébs Commisariat for I nternal Affair
Procurator (Protocol No. 10), after accusation of anti-Soviet agitation, was

sentenced to execution by firing squad. The sentence was carried out on

November 21, 1937, place of burial not indicatedo

| was not surprised that my uncle was shot. | had heard of the similar fate of

others. But as | continued to read, and later accessed his files, | was astonished

that the KGB had kept such careful records, given the terrible atrocities that they

had perpetrated on the people. Every little detail regarding his arrest,

interrogation and witnesses was documented, even to the exact minute that he

was executed. Tem minutes afterl2éa.moeadl, | At er | ear nec
most executions were carried out at that time.

There was a final entry, dated March 21, 1958, in which it was decreed that: The
decision of the USSR Internal Affairs Commission and the USSR Procurator, of
October 18, 1937, in reference to Genrikh Michhailovich Miller, has been
changed, and his case was closed due to lack of evidence for the accusation. In
other words, there was not enough evidence to convict him. He had not been
given a fair trial. He had died without cause. The record also stated that the chief
prosecutor had been executed because he had exceeded his power. It is difficult
to know whether or not that was true.

Since Glasnost in the late 1980s, many people have been able to learn the truth
concerning lost loved ones who were arrested during the dreaded Stalinist Reign
of Terror. But they had to persist, as the information was not always forthcoming,
nor was it always truthful. Sometimes when an inquiry was made regarding the
fate of a loved one, the KGB simply said he died of a heart attack or of some
other illness and then manufactured a date, and thus misled the inquirer. On
some occasions they even instructed the Bureau of Vital Statistics to issue a
death certificate after the fact with this false information. Now, for the first time in
Soviet history, and that of the other former Soviet republics, this information is
being freely disseminated. For example, anyone can obtain a documented
account of what happened to their repressed loved ones, simply by addressing a
letter to the Department of Interior Affairs of the Oblast in which their loved one
was arrested.



This is good news. But there is more good news. Recently while doing research
in a special department of the State Archives in Zhitomir on Strasse Samkowaja
3, | stumbled on to something, which will be of considerable interest to many of
our readers. | was introduced to a retired colonel in the Russian Army by the
name of Eugene Romanovich Timirajev. Mr. Timirajev heads up a special
commission that was appointed by the first president of the Ukraine Democratic
Government, Leonid Kravchuk, in 1992 to research, document and publicize the
names of all those who were arrested by the Soviet Government from 1920 to
1986. The commission is comprised of four colleagues who have been working
feverishly for eight years now in a back room gathering all the necessary data.
The information is being drawn from three primary sources, namely, the State
Archives, the KGB Archives and the Department of Internal Affairs. Members of
the Commission have access to all archival materials.

The monumental task of transcribing the basic information from these files on to
4 x 6 index cards has already been completed. There are 56,000 cards stored in
some 25 file drawers. It should be noted that this is only for the Zhitomir Oblast.
The same thing is being done in all 25 oblasts, which means that no matter
where in the Ukraine a family member was arrested, this information will
eventually be made available to the general public. Other former Soviet
Republics are doing this as well. Several books with this kind of information have
already been made available in Russia.

The cards contain the following information:

Surname, first and patronymic
Date and place of birth
Nationality

Social Position



