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For over a decade now I have been leading tours to Ukraine to help people find 
their ancestral roots.  Included in the Volhynian Village Adventure Tour is a three-
hour tour of the city of Zhitomir, called the Bolshevik Tour.  Admittedly, the 
nomenclature is something of a misnomer, inasmuch as it includes much more 
than a visitation of those sites that have significance for Germans as they relate 
to the Bolsheviks. But still we call it that, partly for its dramatic affect, and partly 
because the two really are quite closely intertwined at many points.   Over the 
years there were many Bolsheviks on the streets of Zhitomir. 
 
1. Our tours begins on Castle Hill on the banks of the Kamenka River where the 
ancient city of Zhitomir was founded in 884 AD by some Slavic tribes.   Originally, 
a wooden protective fortress, including a castle, was located on the high granite 
rocks overlooking the river.  The castle was one of the largest in the region.  It 
was armed with four cannons and five guns.  It was attacked many times by its 
enemies, including the Poles who arrived in Volhynia in 1556 AD.  It was finally 
conquered and destroyed in 1852 by Russian troops.  At this point Zhitomir 
spread out in the southeastern and northern directions and entered the ñNew 
World.ò  Today a 70-ton boulder located across the street from the former Market 
Square marks the place where the city began.  There is also an old Town 
Council building nearby, an architectural relic of the early 19th C., and some 
stone underground tunnels, which the ancients used to escape from their 
enemies. 
 

 
Huge stone marking founding of city, 884 AD 

 


